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  VOLUNTEERING FOR  
GUIDE DOGS OF TEXAS 

by Phil Stanley, Director of Training 
 

 V olunteers are the lifeblood of all 
not-for-profit organizations.  The 
ability of a charity such as Guide 

Dogs of Texas (GDTx) to provide a highly special-
ized, quality service is greatly enhanced by having 
the support and commitment of a motivated group 
of individuals who give their time and energy to our 
cause.  The success of our puppy-raising program is 
proof of this. 
 Lack of time and resources could have a 
major impact on our ability to sustain a quality ser-
vice.  Inevitably, our clients would be most affected 
and our reputation would be tarnished.  The possi-
bility of this happening has been the catalyst for the 
training department to concentrate on recruiting 
volunteers to look after dogs in the advanced train-
ing program.   
 Our goal is to get all dogs cared for, away 
from the training facility, overnight, and on week-
ends.  Through the efforts of the GDTx staff, 
board members, and existing volunteers, we have 
been successful so far in enlisting a small band of 
wonderful temporary boarders for our training 
dogs.  This small group of caretakers has enthusias-
tically adopted not only the dogs but all the rules 
and advice that are essential when caring for these 
special dogs.  They collect their charges from the 
training annex and drop them off in time for train-
ing on a daily basis.  This is crucial to ensure that 
the training of these dogs is not compromised – as 
future guides and companions to vision impaired 

(Continued on page 3) 

MAKING A DECISION 
by Charles Matt 

 

 W e face decisions every day.  Some 
are minor but others are major 
decisions that can affect future 

generations.  Among the most important decisions 
we ever make are those that can change our lives 
and the lives of others.  This is why your will is so 
important.  A will is a written expression of the sig-
nificant decisions you have made and can impact 
generations to come.  Through your will, you can 
provide for your loved ones as you wish.  You can 
also arrange to help organizations that have played a 
special part in your life. 
 Unfortunately, most people don’t have wills. 
They are leaving one of the most important deci-
sions in their life for others to make.  With a will, 
however, YOU make the decision about how your 
family will be taken care of, and YOU make the 
decision about remembering the organizations that 
you care about. 

The decision to remember Guide Dogs of 
Texas in your will has a lasting impact on the lives 
of untold numbers.  By including a bequest or gift 
to Guide Dogs of Texas in your will, you will help 
provide mobility and independence for years to 
come for Texans who are visually impaired. 
 For more information on how you can help 
Guide Dogs of Texas, Inc., and be among those 
who leave a legacy to their favorite charities, contact 
J. Michael Mason, Executive Director, at 210-366-
4081. 
 
Charles Matt is a financial advisor with Moss & Matt Fi-
nancial Services.  Mr. Matt enjoys helping people discover 
ways to leave a legacy. 
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MEET THE BOARD 
 
Guide Dogs of Texas, Inc., is pleased to have a 
dedicated Board of Directors who lend their exper-
tise in guiding the organization. We would like to 
introduce you to all the board members and tell you 
a little about each one. 
 
David Neathery -- Board Chair 
David earned his Master's degree in health admini-
stration from Southwest Texas State University in 
2000. Before turning to health care, David spent 17 
years in retail management. He is currently the Op-
erations and Grants Manager of Strategic Planning, 
Corporate Communication and Business Develop-
ment, for University Health System in San Antonio. 
  
Gail Walden -- Board Vice-Chair 
Gail, the first San Antonio-based client to graduate 
from Guide Dogs of Texas, earned her Master's 
degree from Texas A&M University. Gail has more 
than 20 years experience in medical research and 
currently works at the Veterans Administration 
Hospital as a medical researcher.   
  
Dr. David Henzi 
Dave is an Education Development Specialist for 
the University of Texas Health Science Center at 
San Antonio (UTHSCSA).  Dave received his 
Bachelor of Art degree in psychology from the Uni-
versity of Texas at San Antonio and his Master's 
and Doctorate degrees in Education from Texas 
Tech University. 
  
Sue Simmons 
Sue was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, raised in 
Houston, and graduated from Our Lady of the Lake 
University in San Antonio with a BBA. Sue has over 
14 years experience in logistics, both in the private 
sector as well as the government sector, and cur-
rently does government consultant work.   
 

Marilyn Dusek 
Marilyn was born in Cleveland, Ohio, and worked 
as a system analyst in Washington, D.C. and Illinois 
for 7 years. Later, Marilyn set up a boarding and 
grooming kennel in Illinois, and also showed and 
bred Dalmatians. She moved to San Antonio and 
began to manufacture dog collars and leashes. 
Marilyn is currently retired and serves on several 
boards. 
 
Jeremy McGilvrey 
Jeremy was raised in San Antonio. After graduating 
from high school, he attended the University of 
Texas at Austin, earning a degree in finance. Jeremy, 
a certified financial planner with Raymond James 
Financial Services, brings a wealth of investment 
knowledge to the Board. 
 
Chris Shindler 
Chris, a native Texan, was born in Yoakum, Texas.  
After graduating from Yoakum High School, he 
moved to San Antonio, where he attended the Uni-
versity of Texas at San Antonio. Chris is currently a 
Mobility Consultant for The Scooter Store in New 
Braunfels.   
 
Tom Ard 
Tom was raised in New Jersey and attended North-
western University in Chicago on a full baseball 
scholarship. After graduating from Northwestern, 
Tom returned to New Jersey and graduated from 
Seaton Hall School of Law in 1993. Tom is cur-
rently a personal injury attorney with the firm of 
Carabin & Shaw. 
 
Elizabeth Thompson 
Elizabeth (Liz) is a Marketing Officer for 
Randolph-Brooks Federal Credit Union. Liz was 
raised in San Antonio and received her Bachelor of 
Business Administration degree from St. Mary’s 
University in San Antonio. She also holds an MBA 
from the University of Texas at San Antonio.   
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“Best Dogs in Sight”  is the official newsletter 
of  Guide Dogs of Texas, Inc. A non-profit 
charitable organization approved by the inter-
nal revenue service. 
 
Design & Layout—Mary Anne Michaud 
Editors—Michael Mason & Nancy Edwards 
Printers—Triangle Reproductions 
Distributor—PC Mailing Services 

Texans. 
 The benefits to the dogs and training staff 
are considerable.  We believe that the foster fami-
lies benefit equally, not only from having a part-
time, well-behaved dog in the home but also from 
knowing they have had a role in giving a visually 
impaired person greater mobility and independ-
ence. 
 We know that the dogs raised in the 
“Pawsitive Approach Program” at Dominquez 
State Jail have made a major difference to some of 
the caretakers.  It has been documented many 
times in this newsletter:  their sense of worth and 
achievement, and what it means to have been part 
of a guide dog’s upbringing and training. 
 Voluntary help is required in all areas of 
operation: training, fundraising, and administra-
tion.  Fundraising is especially crucial to the 
achievement of our mission and objectives.  As we 
grow and strive to continue providing mobility, 
independence, and a quality service to Texans who 
are visually impaired the cost inevitably increases.  
As costs increase, we become more reliant on the 
generosity and goodwill of individuals and groups 
of people to help us sustain our important work. 
 If you or anyone you know feels they can 
or would like to help Guide Dogs of Texas in any 
of the areas of fundraising, administration, and/or 
dog care, we would be very pleased to hear from 
you.  To those many generous individuals who are 
already supporting us, THANK YOU SO VERY 
MUCH. 

(Continued from page 1)  VOLUNTEERING CONGRATULATIONS TO  
RECENT GRADUATES 
 
Mikey  
 Mikey graduated in October with his new 
owner, a substitute teacher living in Lake Jackson, 
Texas.  Mikey was generously sponsored by the 
George and Faye Young Foundation and raised in 
San Antonio by the Dolan Family. 
 
Coral 
 Coral and her new owner, a musician and 
Hammond organ specialist, graduated in Decem-
ber, 2004, marking the 17th team placed by Guide 
Dogs of Texas, Inc. Coral, a three year old yellow 
Labrador, born in Texas, was raised by Bonnie 
Taylor.  Coral is now happily working in Austin 
and will no doubt enjoy the local music scene. 

Remember! 
Goods and merchandise  can 

be bought through our website! 
www.guidedogsoftexas.org 

“Dogs have given us their absolute 
all.  We are the center of their uni-
verse.  We are the focus of their 
love and faith and trust.  They serve 
us in return for scraps.  It is without 
a doubt the best deal man has ever 
made.”                     
   - Roger Caras 
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Dear Friends & Supporters of   Guide 
Dogs of  Texas, 

The beginning of a new year is always an 
appropriate time to look back at where we’ve been 
and look forward to where we want to go.  Looking 
back, 2004 was a year of extraordinary transition 
and change:  we gained new leadership, a new 
trainer from Great Britain, and many new board 
members.  All of these dedicated individuals, both 
employees and volunteers, work diligently to further 
the mission of Guide Dogs of Texas.  And, as we 
look forward, I would like you to consider the mis-
sion of Guide Dogs. 

The mission of Guide Dogs of Texas is to 
raise, train, and give guide dogs to Texans who are 
visually impaired.  This mission is the reason for 
our existence and the driving force behind every-
thing we do.  Yet the simple language of this brief 
and businesslike phrase, read in a monthly newslet-
ter or on our website, belies the immense amount 
of time, labor, and resources required to produce 
one trained guide dog.  What makes this effort 
worthwhile is what these dogs do for our fellow 
Texans, friends, and neighbors who have suffered 
the loss of one of life’s most precious gifts - their 
vision. 

Personally, I can think of few prospects 
more frightening than to lose one’s sight, although 
it is a gift we often take it for granted.  Just for a 
moment, imagine no longer being able to cross a 
busy intersection, navigate a shopping center, or 
even walk to your own front door without assis-
tance.  Sadly, many Texans are forced to confront 
these same realities.  What they need to restore in-
dependence to their lives is a partner, a trusted 
friend and constant companion who, 24 hours a day 
is always ready to help them cross that intersection 
or navigate that shopping center.  What is needed is 
a guide dog. 

When I was first introduced to Guide 
Dogs of Texas, I learned that it is the only such 
school in Texas.  Since then, I have come to 
think of it as a guide dog school for Texas, for 
our challenging environment, dedicated to its 
mission of providing the best trained, highest 
quality guide dogs possible for the visually im-
paired citizens of our great state.  So, for 2005, 
as we continue this work and face new chal-
lenges, including the building of our first perma-
nent home, I would ask all of our neighbors in 
the community and friends throughout the state 
to truly consider the unique and indispensable 
nature of the mission of Guide Dogs of Texas 
and to join us in its support.  Remember, there is 
no substitute for what these dogs give back to 
those who have lost their sight. 

Sincerely, 

David Neathery, Board Chair   

NEW RESIDENTIAL 
TRAINING FACILITY 

 

It is an exciting time at Guide 
Dogs of Texas. We have final-
ized building plans for our new 
training facility, to be built on 
Allena Drive in San Antonio.  
Hopefully, we will break ground 
within the next six months.  We 
will have more details about our 
new facility in the spring news-
letter. 
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 TAILS FROM THE PUPPY SIDE 
By Michelle Pelletier 

 
 It has been a busy time around here for us 
in the puppy department. We graduated two pups 
from the prison program in January: 
 Yukon, raised by Michael Lares, Randy Le-
vine, and Kenneth Olivarez, and 
 Autumn (started with Joe Nemeth) and fin-
ished at the prison with Randy Hansen and Cortney 
Brown. Both dogs were walked by Larry Gelvin and 
Dave Peters 
 Congratulations to all the guys for produc-
ing two really great pups! The prison will be getting 
two new puppies in February, and their teams are 
waiting patiently (ok…not so patiently) for their 
arrival.  
 We added four puppies to the program in 
February. Houston, one of  the pups to join the 
ranks, is a black lab that came to us from Guiding 
Eyes for the Blind in New York.  He will be raised 
here in San Antonio by Karey Packard and her fam-
ily.  This is the first puppy for Karey, and we wish 
her all the luck in the world.  
 I’d like to welcome Ann Bearden to the 
ranks of Puppy Walkers.  Ann will join our growing 
core of walkers in the Austin area.  Ann is also wait-
ing for her first puppy.  Welcome, Ann!  I am sure 
you will have as much fun as those who have come 
before you. 
 Everyone has been asking me for an update 
on Cooper.  After having a second surgery to cor-
rect the same problem in his other knee, he has 
made a great recovery.  He gotten the “all clear” 
from his surgeon and he is 100% sound mechani-
cally.  He has some muscle strength to regain, but 
he should make a full recovery.  Thanks to Michelle 
Dolan and Larry Gelvin for taking such good care 
of him and working him so hard!  
 
Special recognition to: 
� To Brenda Ortiz at South Texas Veterinary 

Specialists, who gave so much love and atten-
tion to Cooper while he did his underwater 
physical therapy.  Thanks, Brenda - Cooper 
misses you! 

� Thanks to all the Puppy Walkers past and pre-
sent - without you, we would be lost! 

FIRST ANNUAL JERRY GROTE 
FOUNDATION GOLF TOURNAMENT 

  
 The Jerry Grote Foundation has been 
formed to provide support to organizations that 
benefit children in all areas of life. The focus of 
the newly formed foundation is to provide 
children, including children with visual 
impairments, with a positive experience in life. 
For example, they support programs that teach 
visually impaired children to fish and play golf.  
The Jerry Grote Foundtion will work 
cooperatively with Guide Dogs of Texas, Inc., 
in areas of publicity and sponsorship of our 
programs. 
 The golf tournament is May 9, 2005 at 
Tapatio Springs Resort. Registration begins at 
11:00 a.m. with a 1:00 p.m. shotgun start. For all 
those interested in participating in this fund 
raising event, please contact: Holt Taylor at 694-
4323 

Our newest recruits: (Clockwise from 
left) Houston, Beau, Jazz, and D.J. 
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PUPPY PALS ($1-$99) 
Ms. Rabbitt (Pam) Abbott 
Mr. Harlan Adamcik 
Ms. Norma E. Aguirre-Boehm 
AlamoHeights United Methodist Church-Ms. Margaret Bowes 
Mr. William J. Albert 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Allen, Jr. 
Mr. Larry W. Allen 
Mr. Frank W. Amadon III 
Andrew and Mary Anderson 
Mrs. Rachel P. Applegate 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Baker 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Baker 
Ms. Charlotte E. Balusek 
Ms. Bertha L. Barth 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Bauml 
LTC and Mrs. William G. Beck 
Mr. Lloyd W. Booth 
Mr. Jeffrey Boyd 
Mrs. Sharon A. Brinkley 
Mrs. Melody M. Brown 
Ms. Sherry Brown 
Ms. Debbie Brzezinski 
Ms. Patricia F. Burkhardt 
LTC and Mrs. Joe L. Butcher 
Ms. Dorothy M. Caddick 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Candler 
Ms. Rebecca J. Cardenas 
Ms. Susan S. Chandler 
Mr. and Mrs. Jarett Clendening 
Mr. and Mrs. Kermit D. Cole 
Ms. Valarie L. Coleman 
Ms. Richelle Neff Collingham 
Ms. Dianne K. Cooke 
Ms. Michelle Ann Cooke 
Cub Scout Pack No. 345-Ms. Lora L. Edgett 
Ms. Susan M. Culp 
Ms. Cecilia Davis 
Ms. Jimmie Lee Davis 
Vee E. Davison, Ph. D. 
Ms. Celina J. Diaz 
LTC Bill Dovali 
Ms. Cynthia Dillard 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley F. Drezek, Jr. 
Mrs. Sandra L. Dworaczyk 

Mr. and Mrs. Rodney H. East 
MSGT Clayton W. Edens 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Ellis 
Ms. Mary U. Farrimond 
Ms. Tracy Fazzone 
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Fiscus 
Mark or Diane Folsom 
Ms. Patricia G. Fordham 
Mr. Dan & Stacey French 
Ms. Jo Ann Gadberry 
Garden Ridge Center for Denistry-Dr. Mark Howell 
Ms. Melissa L. Gonzalez 
Ms. Doris E. Green 
The Greenwood School-Sara Baker 
Mr. David M. Griffith 
Mrs. Debra Grimes 
Ms. Laura Haislip 
Mrs. Shelley Harvey 
Dr. David Henzi 
Mr. Ronald J Hjerpe 
Ms. Paige Hoiser 
Mrs. Wilda H. Hosch 
Dr. Juan F. T. Huerta 
Ms. Victoria Huerta 
Mr. Mark R. Humphrey 
Ms. Diane Jimenez 
Ms. Shari Kayser 
Ms. Elaine E. Klobe 
Mrs. Laurel E. Koenig 
Ms. Dana Krisch 
Mr. Raymond J. Krischke 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Laird 
Dr. and Mrs. David J. Lasho 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry J. Maiberger 
Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Marek 
Mr. Charles F. Martin 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Martin 
Mr. Michael McAllister 
Mr. Jeremy J. McGilvrey 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Menke 
Ms. Carol Merritt 
Mrs. Mary Anne Michaud 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Mims 
Ms. Saralind H. Mings 
Ms. Olga C. Miranda 
Ms. Ann H. Montes 
Mr. Mose M. Munro 

FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF GUIDE DOGS OF TEXAS, INC. 2004 
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Mr. David Neathery 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Nelson 
Mr. Joe S. Nemeth 
Ms. Ann Newstead 
Northwood Elementary School-Ms. Misty Ptasnik’s class 
Mrs. Tinka E. O'Dwyer 
Ms. Irma Otte 
Mr. Kenneth J. Pawlik 
Ms. Michelle Pelletier 
Ms. Nancy Perez 
Ms. Edith Pierce 
Ms. Doris E. Price 
Ms. Misty L. Ptasnik 
Mr. Brian K. Purcell 
Mrs. Patricia Reed 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Reid 
Mr. Stanley A. Retzloff 
Mrs. Kelly Rodgers 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Roseland 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A. Roseland 
Ms. Martha Leann Ross 
Ms. Paula Sachse 
Mr. and Mrs. Boteler W. Sanders 
Ms. Sandra L. Saucedo 
Mrs. Tracy Schagen 
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Scharlack 
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip L. Schermerhorn 
Dr. Margaret E. Schmidt 
Ms. Susan Sebastian 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Senter 
Mr. and Mrs. David Sharp 
Ms. Carol Short 
Ms. Cynthia Simon 
Mr. Louis Sirianni 
Ms. Nancy Smarzik-Strowd 
Ms. Carolyn B. Smith 
Ms. Catherine T. Smith 
Ms. Ruth Smith 
Ms. Cathy L. Steinman 
Mr. Monie Stipanovich 
Ms. Linda Swafford 
Mrs. Adreanna Tarwater 
Tom & Janet Tematt 
Mrs. Diana Thalacker 
Mr. Philip Thomason 

Troop 40-Ms. Lynda S. Strom  

Mr. James N. Upchurch 
Ms. Jill Velez 
Mrs. Anna Wealty 
Mr. and Mrs. Miller G. White, Jr. 
Ms. Dorothy Williams 
Ms. Johna L. Williams 
Ms. Margene A. Wise 
Mr. Robert C. Wood 
Ms. Donna M. Wright 
Joseph  & Sybil Wyckoff 
Ms. Kathy Zaborowski 
Ms. Beth E. Zellers 
ZKL Enterprises, Inc. dba Step-N-Go 
PUPPY PATRONS ($100-499) 
Abell-Hanger Foundation, Inc. 
Ad Wizards Internet Services 
Judge Mary Bacon 
Mrs. Anne Lewis Badger 
Diane and Mike Bauhof 
Mrs. Anna V. Bennett 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale E. Bennett 
The Eugenia & Lawrence A. Bertetti Foundation 
Bow Meow Bakery 
Braverman Family Charitable Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Buxbaum 
C.K. Builders 
Mr. James M. Cavender III 
Clay Meyer Grandchildren’s Trust 
Col. Doris M. Cobb 
Coker United Methodist Men 
Mr. John R. Collins, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Davis 
Dell Computers Employee Giving Campaign 
Dr. Emily Dibble 
Mr. Thomas J. Dodd 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ellison 
Col. Janet H. Ferguson 
Fiserv Galaxy Plus Credit Union System 
Ms. Lois A. Fountain 
Mrs. Margaret B. Fowler 
Frost Bank-Ms Melissa Adams 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Gelvin 
Girl Scouts of the San Antonio Area-Ms. Brenda Stewart 
Got Empties? Inc.-Michael Glover 
Guidelines, Inc. 
Ms. Karen A. Hall 
Ms. Harriet Halsell 

FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF GUIDE DOGS OF TEXAS, INC. 2004 
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Hardy Oak Elementary-Mrs. Beazley’s Class 
Ms. Thelma L. Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Edmond F. Hinds 
Ms. Linda K. Howard 
Huebner Elementary School-Ms. Daryn Polanco’s Class 
Ron & Susan Huether 
Intercept, Inc. 
Jackson-Keller Elementary School-Ms. Carol A. Coley’s Class 
Ms. Martha J. James 
Mr. and Mrs. Lyn Julian 
Ms. Sandra L. Keyser 
Mr. John Kotch 
Mr. Robert Laurence 
Leakey Lions Club 
Lopez Printing, Inc. 
Mrs. Carol Lutter 
Ms. Elizabeth A. Marek 
Mr. David Margrave 
Mr. Barry L. Martin 
Ms. Kate Martin 
Mr. Billy D. McCleary 
Ms. Jacqueline McDavitt 
Dale and Tracey McElroy 
Ms. Carol McGuire 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis D. McWilliams III 
Mrs. Susan Mettler 
Ms. Nancy S. Meyer 
Mrs. Michael B. O'Quinn 
P.E.O. Sisterhood-Chapter 1C 
Peco Construction Company, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Perlitz 
Prime Time, Inc. 
Mr. Carlos Quintanilla 
R K & D Inc. 
Rob Cary Pet Resort 
Jana L. Robbins, DVM 
San Antonio Kennel Club, Inc. 
SBC Employee Giving Campaign 
LTC Regina H. Schiffman 
Ms. Henri Schmidt 
Sear Family Foundation 
Richard G & Joyce A Seibel 
Mr. James C. Sharp 
Mr. Chris Shindler 
Ms. Sue Simmons 
Mr. Jack B. Sims 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry E. Spain 

Mr. Christopher Speier 
Mrs. Shirley S. Stampes 
Mr. and Mrs. Royce E. Stockton 
Ms. Elizabeth A. Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Van Pelt, Jr. 
Mr. Don Vinez 
Ms. Gail Walden 
Watermark Group, Inc. 
Ms. Paulia P. Weaver 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe K. Wells, Jr. 
Mrs. Jennifer Wilby 
PICK OF THE LITTER ($500-999) 

Jo Kurth Jagoda Charitable Fund 
Ms. Adele H. Koch 
LaChappelle Electric Co. 
Mike & Cris Mason 

Gene and Patsy Moore 

Murrell Foundation 

North San Antonio Hills Lions Club 

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Rader 
Randolph-Brooks Federal Credit Union 

San Antonio City Employees Federal Credit Union 

Mrs. Catherine B. Simpson 

Mr. Chad L. Sthele 

J. Harry and Winnie Converse Tappan Charitable Trust 

Mr. William Jagemann 
Hoya Vision Care-North America 
Hiram Homes 
Hermann’s Happiness 
Grand Lodge of the Order of the Sons of Hermann 

Lt. Col. Marjorie E. Beakes 
Dr. Randy & Caroline Cottingham 
DPT Labs 
Ms. Marilyn J. Dusek 
Charles Jago Elder Foundation, Inc. 

Roy Baker Motors 
Alcon Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. Thomas F. Adkisson 

TOP DOG ($1000-2499) 
Allstate Giving Campaign 
Anonymous 
Anonymous Foundation 
Mrs. Juliette L. Art 
Harriett M. Cunningham Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Foster 
Albert & Ethel Herzstein Charitable Foundation 
Index RX, Inc. 

FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF GUIDE DOGS OF TEXAS, INC. 2004 
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LTC Robert E. Kelso, Ret. 
LCRA Employees’ United Charities 
Ms. Joanne M. MacMillan 
Robert E. & Evelyn McKee Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Patterson 
Pershing Lodge No.160 
Ruff Wear For Dogs on The Go 
Mrs. Brenda Ann Sheppard 
H.E. Stumberg, Sr. Orphans, Crippled & Handicapped Children’s 
Fund 
Holt and Connie Taylor 
Gil & Dody Weaver Foundation 
J.L. Williams Foundation 
Willingham Foundation 
PERFECT PARTNERSHIP ($2500+) 
Adrienne Allen Estate 
Mr. Harold D. Courson 
Delta Gamma Northwest Suburban Chapter-Dallas 
The Gurvetch Foundation 
G.A.C. Halff Foundation 
IBM Employee Services Center 
Arthur L. “Bud” and Elaine V. Johnson Foundation 
Marcia & Otto Koehler Foundation 
W.P. & Bulah Luse Foundation 
John P. McGovern Foundation 
McNutt Charitable Trust 
Texas Nursing Students Association-Statewide Chapters 
Rowland Foundation-Susan S. Lyman, Trustee 
San Antonio Area Foundation 
Mrs. Liz Schmidt 
Nelda C. & H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation 
Veritas Foundation 
Marjorie T. Walthall Perpetual Charitable Trust 
George and Fay Young Foundation 

Michael Lares on a walk with Yukon. 

I WILL MISS HIM TERRIBLY 
By Michael Lares 

 
 I consider myself very fortunate to have had 
the experience of working with Yukon. Rarely did it 
feel like have a job - it was more like a gift. I’m sad 
it ended so quickly but it was a great learning ex-
perience that taught me about responsibility and 
dedication, and a whole lot about patience. I never 
thought I would have the chance of caring for a dog 
while incarcerated.  I was surprised and happy to 
find out I had the chance to raise a guide dog 
puppy.  Little did I know what I was in for. 
   (Continued on page 10) 

“Giving frees us from the familiar territory of 
our own needs by opening our minds to the 
unexplained worlds occupied by the needs of 
others.”   
   Barbara Bush 
 
“It is every man’s obligation to put back into 
the world at least the equivalent of what he 
takes out of it.” 
   Albert Einstein 

FRIENDS AND SUPPORTers 2004 
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Editor's Note: Michael is an offender at Dominguez State 
Jail and a puppy walker in the Pawsitive Approach Pro-
gram. Yukon, a puppy in the Pawsitive Approach Program, 
recently graduated to the formal guide dog program. 

(Continued from page 9) I WILL MISS HIM TERRIBLY 
 I was very eager to start training, but I did-
n’t know that the training was so extensive. I have 
owned several dogs before, but I have never had a 
dog with a personality like Yukon. When I received 
him, I was taking over for another offender who 
had been training Yukon, for nine months. It was a 
big challenge for both of us during this period of 
transition.  I was a new face for Yukon so it was 
difficult to get him to obey. Frustration is an under-
statement for what I was feeling.  I felt like Yukon 
just didn’t care about anything but himself. At the 
time, I thought it was pretty selfish of him -- al-
though it is quite funny now that I think about it.  
But at the time I was so close to just throwing my 
hands up and yelling, “I give up!” 
 I don’t know how to explain what happened 
next. The “penny dropped” and something just 
clicked between us. A bond was born and we 
started to get along the way we were supposed to. It 
was as if Yukon said, “Alright, I’ve had my fun. 
Let’s get down to business.” 
 I have two beautiful children and yet I feel I 
gained another addition to my family while training 
Yukon.  It is a big responsibility caring for and 
training a guide dog -- one that requires deeds and 
not just the word "responsibility."  As a caretaker, I 
must provide everything that Yukon will need at 
that point in time. I feel a void in my heart for not 
being able to provide and be there for my family. 
Although that void will not be filled until my re-
lease, a part of it was filled while I was with Yukon. 
 Having a companion in a place like 
Dominguez is a gold mine. It’s hard to live with 57 
other guys and not have problems. Yukon was my 
silent partner, but I feel he spoke to me on another 
level.  Whenever I was sad, he would know, and it 
was as if he tried to cheer me up. When I was 
happy, he was even happier.  I was lucky to have 
been partnered with Yukon, and I hope that if he 
could talk he would say he was lucky to have met 
me.  
 Where did the time go?  If I had a chance, I 
would do everything in my power to go with him. 
Now I know how my family felt when I was taken 
away. I know he is in a good place and is well cared 
for. I know one thing: although Yukon is gone 
physically, his memories will stay with me wherever 
I go. I will miss him terribly. 

  * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

HOSPITAL WINDOW 
Author unknown 

 
Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the 

same hospital room. One man was allowed to sit up 
in his bed for an hour each afternoon to help drain 
the fluid from his lungs.  His bed was next to the 
room’s only window.  The other man had to spend 
all his time flat on his back.  The men talked for 
hours on end.  They spoke of their wives and fami-
lies, their homes, their jobs, their involvement in the 
military service, where they had been on vacation. 
 Every afternoon when the man in the bed 
by the window could sit up, he would pass the time 
by describing to his roommate all the things he 
could see outside the window.  The man in the 
other bed began to live for those one hour periods 
where his world would be broadened and enlivened 
by all the activity and color of the world outside. 
 The window overlooked a park with a 
lovely lake.  Ducks and swans played on the water 
while children sailed their model boats.  Young lov-
ers walked arm-in-arm amidst flowers of every 
color and a fine view of the city skyline could be 
seen in the distance.  As the man by the window 
described all this in exquisite detail, the man on the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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GDTx AND MY SENIOR PROJECT  
                                      By T.C. Huerta 

 
Hello everyone!  My name is T.C. Huerta 

and I am a freshmen at Texas A&M – Corpus 
Christi. Last year as a senior at Alice High School, I 
did a Senior Project: a year-long project consisting 
of 4 phases. First, we picked a topic and wrote a 
research paper (8-10 pages), and then we had to 
find a mentor who specializes in our field and do a 
project presentation pertaining to our topic. Later 
we put together a portfolio of all our work and then 
had our Senior Boards. This may not seem like a lot 
of work but believe me, it is!   
 I picked visual impairment for my topic, 
and for my thesis I chose to defend the fact that 
being blind does not render one helpless. While do-
ing my research, I came across the subject of guide 
dogs and became fascinated with them. I contacted 
Guide Dogs of Texas (GDTx) and told them of my 
Senior Project. I asked if I could do a fund-raiser 
for them as my project. They jumped at the idea 
and soon I started collecting donations.  
 During Spring Break, I visited GDTx to 
meet everyone and see for myself all the good that 
was being done. Everyone there was so nice and 
helpful, and the pups were adorable! I definitely 
wanted to go back as soon as possible for another 
visit. When it came time to do my project presenta-
tion I was very nervous, but I was also thrilled to 
present GDTx with the sum of $663 that I had 
raised!   
 After I finished my portfolio I had my Sen-
ior Boards in May. This is the most important phase 
of the project.  I had to dress up (semi-formal) and 
present my project to 3 panel members. The mem-
bers were either teachers or members of the city. 
For the presentation, I had to have visuals and at 
least an 8-minute speech prepared. When the pres-
entation was finished, there was a short "lightning 
round" where the panel members asked questions. 
When the results came in, I learned that I passed 
with flying colors! I was so relieved. 
 Graduation day came quickly, and I was sad 
to see my time ending with GDTx. Then I realized 
that my involvement shouldn’t have to end with my 
Senior Project. So I contacted GDTx once again 
and asked if I could continue to do more fundrais-

ing and was excited to be back on board!  I fell in 
love with the foundation and the people are awe-
some!   
 The "dreaded" Senior Project turned out to 
be a blessing in disguise.  During all this time, I had 
the pleasure of working with Debra Baker, Henri 
Schmidt, Teresa Beck, Michelle Pelletier, and Mi-
chelle Dolan.  So I would like to thank each of 
these individuals and everyone else that helped 
make my project a success. I'm glad y'all let me stay 
around! 
 
  * * * * * * * * * * 

other side of the room would close his eyes and 
imagine the picturesque scene. 
 One warm afternoon, the man by the win-
dow described a parade passing by.  Although the 
other man couldn’t hear the band, he could see it.  
In his mind’s eye as the gentleman by the window 
portrayed it with descriptive words.  Days and 
weeks passed. 
 One morning, the day nurse arrived to bring 
water for their baths only to find the lifeless body 
of the man by the window, who had died peacefully 
in his sleep.  She was saddened and called the hos-
pital attendants to take the body away.  As soon as 
it seemed appropriate, the other man asked if he 
could be moved next to the window. The nurse was 
happy to make the switch and, after making sure he 
was comfortable, she left him alone.  Slowly, pain-
fully, he propped himself up on one elbow to take 
his first look at the real world outside.  He strained 
to slowly turn to look out the window beside the 
bed. 
 It faced a blank wall! The man asked the 
nurse what could have compelled his deceased 
roommate who had described such wonderful 
things outside this window.  The nurse responded 
that the man was blind and could not even see the 
wall.  She said, “Perhaps he just wanted to encour-
age you.” 
  
The origin of this letter is unknown and was retrieved from 
the Internet. 

(Continued from page 10)  HOSPITAL WINDOW 
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OUR 2005 GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, September 17 
Silverhorn Golf  Club 
Start time: 1:30 PM 

More details to follow 
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SCRAPBOOK 911 IS HOSTING A PARTY! 
 
On March 12th, Scrapbook 911 is hosting a party for Cooper, their guide dogs in training, before he 
graduates to advanced training. We are also welcoming Ruby, who was recently re-homed from the 
advanced training program with the Scrapbook 911 owners. 
 
A portion of ALL sales on March 12th will go to Guide Dogs of Texas! Be sure to come wish Cooper 
farewell and welcome Ruby to the family! 
 
Sign up early to take some of the pet-oriented scrapbooking classes on this day! 
 

Scrapbook 911 is located at 1120 West Blanco Rd., 1/2 mile inside loop 1604 at Blanco Rd. 
For more information, please call (210)492-1984 


