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Our Mission
Guide Dogs of Texas provides quality guide dogs for Texans
who are visually impaired to increase their freedom, mobil-
ity and independence. We are committed to personalized
service and lifelong dedication to our clients and their
guide dogs.

Texas, Inc.

OA Match Made 1 n F

Client says he and his guide dog were meant to be together

Although Gene has only been teamed with his guide dog, Toby, for more than seven months, his 3 yr.
old Labrador retriever never ceases to amaze and amuse him.

0l can come out of a store and say, O6Letods go
ench with a sign or a covered bus stop-swdk Gene
utton. Hedéll jump up to |l et me know where it i
The two have been together since November 20
out the assistance of his guide dog who has helped give him back his independence and mobility.

e
e

0l &m more independent and apt to go places th
Dogs of Texas staff has been unbelievable. You can call with questions or concerns, and they will always
follow up with you. One thing I 6ve noticed is e

A San Antonio native, Gene served in the Air Force from 1978 to 1998. He worked in aerospace physi
ology, teaching pilots to use oxygen equipment and to parachute out of a jet plane in case of emergency.
After retiring from the Air Force, Gene was hired as g
state administrator for Harcourt Trade Publishers, \
developed standardized tests for schools. During
fifth year with the company, he suffered a stroke.
to complete blindness in his right eye and a 60 p¢

loss of peripheral vision in his left eye.
olt was a gradual | o
fuzzier, so | had to visit doctors more often and g
prescription changes f
When Gene began experiencing difficulty wit
ting to and from places, such as going to the stor
without someone taking him, he went to the VA
pital, where a mobility instructor began working
him in 2004 to use a cane. He had no problems
one, he said, but he had met people at the Alamd
Council of the Blind who relied on a guide dog frg
GDTX. So he thought he might be better suited h
ing a guide dog and applied with theprarfit organi
Continued on page 6
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3 Major Initiatives to have Longlasting Effects
From the Desk of the President

TR s Guide Dogs of a growing organization. Guide Dogs of Texas is
: = Texas makes a dif- poised now to create a financially stable future that
ference in the lives  will transform the lives of Texans who daily face
~ of Texans who are  blurriness or total blindness due to severe visual
~ visually impaired impairment.
and desire increased : : .
mobility and inde- Creating a reliable source of guide dog

_ pendence. Three  Puppies
'new guide dog The first major step to establish our breeding

teams have joined ~ program began with a prestigious award of the

our graduated clients Derek Freeman Scholarship two years ago in Eng-

\ this year and now land while attending the International Guide Dog

U\~ are receiving the Federation biennial conference. The funds were

. highly personalized invested in building a solid knowledge base for a

Larry Tuttle, President y5ining and assistance breeding program and for developing worldwide

Guide Dogs of Texas hat sets Guide Dogs ~ relationships that will help create an excellent foun-
of Texas apart from dation for the GDTX breeding and whelping pro-

similar organizations. We are preparing three moggam. In this issue, Michelle reports on the arrival
guide dog teams now to be placed this fall. of OoPoppy, 6 a beautiful
While focusing on our mission this year, three be bred this summer with the anticipation of the
major initiatives are evolving that have-lasiing  first litter of GDTX guide dog puppies arriving in
effects on our ability to fulfill the vision of GDTX the fall. Having a breeding program that produces
dto serve all Texans who are visually impaired an@uality guide dog puppies over the next several
who would benefit from the use of a guide dog.  Years is truly transformational for our organization.

Creating a recurring and sustainable Creating effective and professional over-

stream of revenue sight of GDTX

In October, the Board of Directors took a bold Just as important as the first two initiatives is the
step to set into motion a process of educating ancaddition of committed and exceptionally talented
inspiring an increasing number of individuals aboltoard members. The Board of Directors added six
the impact our organization makes in the lives of new board members since January. All are deeply

our clients, their families, our volunteers, and stafffommitted to the mission and each brings demon-
Kim Zielinski, Director of Development, is team Strated success in their professional careers. The

leader of an effort to invite, inform, and inspire Board has organized into working committees and

people about our mission. Through smmmthly much of the strategic planning and oversight of our
small group mission tours, nearly eighty people organization is accomplished by this dedicated
have increased awareness of our mission in a fungroup of volunteers. Having a strategically oriented
and efficient way. This fall, GDTX will host a fundBoard of Directors is crucial for the achievement of
raising lunch that will offer an opportunity fora  the greater good envisioned by Guide Dogs of
large group of people to contribute financially to Texas.

the ongoing mission support of Guide Dogs of

Texas. This method of engaging donors has beer

highly successful for thousands of-porfits in

our nation like GDTX. At the same time, this

process has proven to result in less reliance upon

special events to raise essential operating funds for
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Eagle Scouts to the Rescue

Obstacles, at a guide dog school? Eagle Scout
Alex Chinnery took up that challenge. With the
Guide Dogs of -
Texas obstacle |
course being
constructed thergg:]
, ~was a big need
T i | for movable ob-
R H DO O—— i e

stacles to be

placed on it. He
and his recruits
jumped at the
chance to lend
e S — hand and they &=

Where is Guide Dogs of Texas’7 At one time weonstructed the
got that question with people right in front of the PVC obstacles
building. Not anymore, thanks to Eagle Scout Josibove.
Kistner and his band of helpers. Josh and his crew
erected this Guide Dogs of Texas sign in front of
our training facility.

The Board of Directors oversees the managerment
of Guide Dogs of Texas ensuring that resources

are available to accomplish its missiorRer the
Editor: Larry Tuttle Bylaws of Guide Dogs of Texas, officers of the
corporation are elected and new members are
elected to serve three year terms annudhyits
January 2010 Annual Meeting, the Board of D}-
rectors elected Charlie Johnston, President, Barb
Alexander, Vice President, Susan Valdez, CPA,
Treasurer, and Steve Cardenas, Secretary fof
2010. New members elected in January were|B
Charles, AT&T, and Fran Stephenson, a Commu-
nications and Public Relations Consultaint.
May, John Douglas, Theresa Orsinger, and M|ke
MacNaughton were elected to the Board. Bol
Cowan was elected in June.

Contributing writer: Rudy Arispe
Newsletter design: Ernie Landy

Printer: Triangle Reproductions

Distributor: PC Mailing Service

The 2010 Board of Directors are:

_ Charlie Johnston, Chair John Douglas
GU“?'e Dogs of Texas, Inc. Barb Alexander, ViceChair B Charlgs
is a member of the Susan Valdez, CPA, Treas. Theresa Orsingdr
International Guide Dog Federation. Steve Cardenas, Sec. Fran Stephenson
C. AAndyo AnderGagiaylorhDV M
Teresa Beck LouAnn Williams

Mike MacNaughton Bob Cowan
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Guide Dogs of Texas Graduates a New Guide Dog Mobility Instructor!

By Sandy Merrill

There are over 170,000 Texans that are legally blind. There is
- ONE guide dog school in all of Texas to serve this population. This
" year started with ONE certified Guide Dog Mobility Instructor in
. Texas. And now...

It is with great joy and pride that we announce the graduation of

- Sarah Mumme as a certified Guide Dog Mobility Instructor! Sarah

' graduated on January 14, 2010. She has been with Guide Dogs of

. Texas since the summer of 2006, when she started her Apprentice-
ship. Before this, she graduated from Cedarville University with a
Bachelors degree in music. She also worked before and during col-
lege with the Alamo City Eye Physicians. Before attending college,
Sarah volunteered with the training department as a much appreci-
ated kennel assistant.

Sarahoés Apprenticeship followed
forth by the International Guide Dog Federation. This allows each
graduate to enjoy the benefits of a common language, skills, and experience base with Guide Dog Mobilit
Instructors throughout the world.

Sarah has proven to have a solid understanding of the theoretical and practical aspects of guide dog
client training, including canine anatomy, development, communication, evolution, and healthcare, as well
human gait and movement analysis, emergency health care, eye anatomy, eye diseases, the psychosociz
pects of vision loss, the rehabilitation process, orientation and mobility, adult learning, client assessment,
guide dog and client matching and training, client yearly and priority support services and much more! In
describing the experience, Sarah says O0Thanks t
and guiding me through my apprenticeship. It was far more challenging and rewarding than | ever imagin
| have grown personally and professionally and look forward to continuing to serve alongside the GDTX
team. 0O

Guide Dogs of Texas is extremely fortunate to have this talented, knowledgeable, and dedicated Instrt
tor on the team. Congratulations Sarah!! Best wishes on the exciting and challenging journey ahead!

, Have you heard the news?! ,
1 Guide Dogs of Texas has new and exciting Mission Tours happening each month at our faC|I|t)1I Whethe
1 you have you been involved with Guide Dogs of Texas for a while, and want to gain a better understand-
I ing of what all goes on at our organization, or maybe you are new to our organization, or knowkomeone
I who you would like to introduce to our Mission. All of these are great reasons to come check dut one of
' our 0Get To Know Guhout ®ursD thgse tomrsf areTreeeestifocuseden !
" spreadlng the Guide Dogs of Texas mission with our friendg
 lies, caworkers, and communities. Along with an overview g
Iorganl zationds current eve
1 You some educational information, as well as some incredil
1 very powerful lifehanging stories about our cliel@sir mis-
I sion tours are offered everytland 39 Thursday of the month
I at 5:30 p.m. at our facility. Saturday tours are also offered o
1 July 24 and September 11 at 10:00 a\Me encourage you to
I come get racquainted and inspired by our amazing missiongg
Space is limited, so sign up for your spot today! RSVP to A
| @nnie@guidedogsoftexas, @mcall 2143664081. g

Sarah Mumme, Certified Guidg
Dogs Mobility Instructor



mailto:annie@guidedogsoftexas.org
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ide Dogs of Texas |
Client Graduatlon

It was a cold windy morning but Guide Dogs of Texas honored the volunteers that make our mission
possible and honored our 2009 graduating teams. Larry Tuttle welcomed everyone to the event and the
Guide Dogs of Texas staff recognized the many volunteers that do so much. After the awards were given
outeveryoneenjoyedabayue | unch from Buck and Ozzieds | oc
all the volunteers at Guide Dogs of Texas. If you are interested in becoming a part of the team check out
our volunteer link atww.guidedogsoftexas.orge mail Ernie arnie@guidedogsoftexas.org

Join Us Guide Dogs of Texas
on Our 4th Annual Fundraiser Cruise
January 16th 23rd, 2011

_,g‘_ «n'\“"""""""’%% - Royal Caribbeand:s

v
\

Voyager of the Seas

Round Trip: Galveston, Texas
Visiting:

Cozumel, Mexico
George Town, Grand Cayman
Montego Bay, Jamaica
And 3 Relaxing Days at Sea

For more information contact Nannette Gwaltney
at Vacations by Design, Inc. 522 Shin Oak Dr., San
Antonio, TX 78233. Phone: 26566666 Email:
vacationsbydesign@satx.rr.com



http://www.guidedogsoftexas.org/Volunteer-program/volunteer-program.htm
mailto:ernie@guidedogsoftexas.org
mailto:vacationsbydesign@satx.rr.com
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Continued from page 1

zation. After being on the waiting list, GDTX called

Gene in August 2009 to let him know they found a possi-
ble match for him.

oWhen | got to the school
be there, and Toby was meant to be working with me. It
was | i ke he knew I was goin
Gene said.

Training consisted of a two week stay at the GDTX
training facility and included walks in neighborhoods,
stores and other public pla
Gene said with a [ augh. o0l
went with the flow. You can trust your guide dog more
Meet Gene and the Toby Machine sometimes than your normal instincts, and people are

more | ikely to approach you
Gene has high praise for Jamie Landy, GDTX mo
with Toby,éd he said. oOo0When she came out to inte

derstand my situation and needs, which is why | think Toby and | were such a good match. She trained hi
well .0

Toby recently enjoyed his first plane ride with Gene, when Gene flew to Mississippi in early June to vis
friends. oOoOHe knew what he was supposed to do at
security, and then it was his turn to go through the detectors. His obedience is excellent. He liked spreadit
out on the floor of the plane. o

Since being paired with Toby, man and guide d

0Toby is a great companion. He has his own pe
Like when | wake up in the morning | dondt al wa
gling. He wonoét bother me. But you can set your
laughing.
® o

Guide Dogs of Texas Coin Dog Banks
A special thanks to those businesses in the San Antonio, San Marcos, and Austin areas for hosting one o
our Coin Dog Banks at their place of business! Since launching this fundraiser in January, Guide Dogs of
Texas has collected over $1,200 in loose change and small bills. If you are interested in hosting a coin dc
bank at your place of business, please contact Kim Zieliask@atuidedogsoftexas.org
Thank you to the following Coin Dog Bankhosting sponsorScrapbook
911, Gotta Ride Bikes, South Texas Veterinary Specialists, Local Coff i
Antonio, Triangle Animal Clinic, Northwood Animal Hospital, Two Gals
Nails, Coverall of Central Texas, Smith & Shedd Family Pet Hospital, | |
North Veterinary Hospital, Saint Wireless, Pooches Day Spa, Painted = §
Peteds Hairstyling Shop, Homest/!
Hospital, County Line Veterinary Clinic, Lincoln Heights Animal Hospit
Deerfield Animal Hospital, VCA Oak Hills Animal Hospital, Griffith Sme | &
Animal Hospital, Dr. Jean Holt Ophthalmology, Encino Park Veterinar)",.,,
Clinic, Cool Cuts 4 Kids, Pets First Veterinary Center, Old World Deli,
Country Club, Fair Oaks Ranch Veterinary Hospital, Loop 410 Vetering
Hospital, UPS Store on Broadway, Dr. Mark Rumple Garden Ridge A"
Hospital, Towne North Animal Hospital, Springtown Veterinary Hospite
TickleBlagg Animal Hospital and Stone Oak Orthodontics. i

fts,


mailto:kim@guidedogsoftexas.org
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Another Fun Filled Night at the
Guide Dogs of Texas 2010 Casino Night.

On February 20, 2010 from 6:301:00 p.mat the Sheraton Gunter, in San Antonio, supporters of
Guide Dogs of Texas gathered, played games, enjoyed food, and got to meet some of the GDTX clients,
staff and volunteers. Guide Dogs of Texas would like to thank all those who came to the event and all the
sponsors of the event. Special thanks to the Title sponsors again this year PETCO and Natural Balance,
Puppy Pals sponsors; Akin, Doherty, Klein & Feuge, P.C. Certified Public Accountants, and Table sponso
CRV Computer Resource Visions and Walthall Sachse & Pipes Inc. Special Thanks to: Corey & Marla W
and Contributing sponsors Swank Audio Visuals and Complete Music.

Natiiral Balance
PET FOODS, INC

PETCOx

Whaere the pets go.

Memberé of the AT&T Pioneers
enjoying the evening
PARTNERSHIP FOR PHILANTHROPIC PLANNING
SAN ANTONIO HONORS GUIDE DOGS OF TEXAS
PRESIDENT

Larry Tuttle, President/
CEO, Guide Dogs of Texa
has been named the recipi
of the Professional Fund-
raiser Award by the Partne
ship for Philanthropic Plan
ning San Antonio during a
May 11 awards luncheon

ning for Lifetime Leadership in
Fundraising, 6 Tut:
promotion of charitable giving

=Y to benefit the greater good of

our community is such a high

calling. Effective charitable giv-

ing requires ethics and profes-
sionalism as promulgated by the
honoring members of the Partnership to provide resources
philanthropic community. £ that benefit thousands of our

The Partnership for Philan- At the ceremony pictured above lefttboo mmuni t yds resi de
thropic Planning is a public  right Susan Valdez, Meg Tuttle, Largerved by nonprofit$o be rec-

charity whose mission isto  Tuttle, Teresa Beck and Kim Zielinskignized for leadership in such a

help people and organizations community is an exceptional

create charitable giving experiences thatarethe honor . 6

most meaningful in achieving both charitable mis-Guide Dogs of Texas provides quality guide dogs

sion and the philanthropic, financial, family and for Texans who are visually impaired to increase
personal goals of the donor. their freedom, mobility and independence. We are
olt is truly an honor toommitedto peescenaliged sewieecandhifglond el | o
members of the Partnership for Philanthropic Plardedication to our clients and their guide dogs.


http://www.petco.com/
http://www.naturalbalanceinc.com/
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AT&T More Than Meets the E e

."3‘ 3

e b RS

Have you seen all the activity around the Guide Dogs of Texas training center? Those guys and gals
from the AT&T Pioneers areansformingour center by clearing our property and by working on an ob-
stacle course. The Pioneers have been supporting Guide Dogs of Texas by having fundraisers to help wi
the cost of the obstacle course. One of their fundraisers was the turkey fry which was held in November.
Just a heads up they will be frying up turkeys again this year so keep us in mind and turn in your orders.
Guide Dogs of Texas would like to give abigNK YOU to the Pioneers for all that they have done for
us.

We now have the Guide Dogs of i In Memory )
Texas newsletter available by-gnail. ! | Suide Dogsof Texas pays

tribute to the following

If you would like the electronic : guide dogs that served their
newsletter please let us know. #nail ; | PaTe froudh feyear
. inder Sherman Joey

Annie at ! Harley Chelsea Noah

annie@guidedogsoftexas.org ; \ % SeE e P




