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Our Mission
Guide Dogs of Texas provides quality guide dogs for Texans
who are visually impaired to increase their freedom, mobil-
ity and independence. We are committed to personalized
service and lifelong dedication to our clients and their
guide dogs.

Texas, Inc.

OA Match Made 1 n F

Client says he and his guide dog were meant to be together

Although Gene has only been teamed with his guide dog, Toby, for more than seven months, his 3 yr.
old Labrador retriever never ceases to amaze and amuse him.

0l can come out of a store and say, O6Letods go
ench with a sign or a covered bus stop-swdk Gene
utton. Hedéll jump up to |l et me know where it i
The two have been together since November 20
out the assistance of his guide dog who has helped give him back his independence and mobility.

e
e

0l &m more independent and apt to go places th
Dogs of Texas staff has been unbelievable. You can call with questions or concerns, and they will always
follow up with you. One thing I 6ve noticed is e

A San Antonio native, Gene served in the Air Force from 1978 to 1998. He worked in aerospace physi
ology, teaching pilots to use oxygen equipment and to parachute out of a jet plane in case of emergency.
After retiring from the Air Force, Gene was hired as g
state administrator for Harcourt Trade Publishers, \
developed standardized tests for schools. During
fifth year with the company, he suffered a stroke.
to complete blindness in his right eye and a 60 p¢

loss of peripheral vision in his left eye.
olt was a gradual | o
fuzzier, so | had to visit doctors more often and g
prescription changes f
When Gene began experiencing difficulty wit
ting to and from places, such as going to the stor
without someone taking him, he went to the VA
pital, where a mobility instructor began working
him in 2004 to use a cane. He had no problems
one, he said, but he had met people at the Alamd
Council of the Blind who relied on a guide dog frg
GDTX. So he thought he might be better suited h
ing a guide dog and applied with theprarfit organi
Continued on page 6
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3 Major Initiatives to have Longlasting Effects
From the Desk of the President

TR s Guide Dogs of a growing organization. Guide Dogs of Texas is
: = Texas makes a dif- poised now to create a financially stable future that
ference in the lives  will transform the lives of Texans who daily face
~ of Texans who are  blurriness or total blindness due to severe visual
~ visually impaired impairment.
and desire increased : : .
mobility and inde- Creating a reliable source of guide dog

_ pendence. Three  Puppies
'new guide dog The first major step to establish our breeding

teams have joined ~ program began with a prestigious award of the

our graduated clients Derek Freeman Scholarship two years ago in Eng-

\ this year and now land while attending the International Guide Dog

U\~ are receiving the Federation biennial conference. The funds were

. highly personalized invested in building a solid knowledge base for a

Larry Tuttle, President y5ining and assistance breeding program and for developing worldwide

Guide Dogs of Texas hat sets Guide Dogs ~ relationships that will help create an excellent foun-
of Texas apart from dation for the GDTX breeding and whelping pro-

similar organizations. We are preparing three moggam. In this issue, Michelle reports on the arrival
guide dog teams now to be placed this fall. of OoPoppy, 6 a beautiful
While focusing on our mission this year, three be bred this summer with the anticipation of the
major initiatives are evolving that have-lasiing  first litter of GDTX guide dog puppies arriving in
effects on our ability to fulfill the vision of GDTX the fall. Having a breeding program that produces
dto serve all Texans who are visually impaired an@uality guide dog puppies over the next several
who would benefit from the use of a guide dog.  Years is truly transformational for our organization.

Creating a recurring and sustainable Creating effective and professional over-

stream of revenue sight of GDTX

In October, the Board of Directors took a bold Just as important as the first two initiatives is the
step to set into motion a process of educating ancaddition of committed and exceptionally talented
inspiring an increasing number of individuals aboltoard members. The Board of Directors added six
the impact our organization makes in the lives of new board members since January. All are deeply

our clients, their families, our volunteers, and stafffommitted to the mission and each brings demon-
Kim Zielinski, Director of Development, is team Strated success in their professional careers. The

leader of an effort to invite, inform, and inspire Board has organized into working committees and

people about our mission. Through smmmthly much of the strategic planning and oversight of our
small group mission tours, nearly eighty people organization is accomplished by this dedicated
have increased awareness of our mission in a fungroup of volunteers. Having a strategically oriented
and efficient way. This fall, GDTX will host a fundBoard of Directors is crucial for the achievement of
raising lunch that will offer an opportunity fora  the greater good envisioned by Guide Dogs of
large group of people to contribute financially to Texas.

the ongoing mission support of Guide Dogs of

Texas. This method of engaging donors has beer

highly successful for thousands of-porfits in

our nation like GDTX. At the same time, this

process has proven to result in less reliance upon

special events to raise essential operating funds for
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Eagle Scouts to the Rescue

Obstacles, at a guide dog school? Eagle Scout
Alex Chinnery took up that challenge. With the
Guide Dogs of
Texas obstacle
course being
constructed there
, ~was a big need
I e for movable ob-

R H DO O—— i e
stacles to be

placed on it. He
and his recruits
jumped at the
chance to lend a
. B o - hand and they

Where is Guide Dogs of Texas’7 At one time weonstructed the
got that question with people right in front of the PVC obstacles
building. Not anymore, thanks to Eagle Scout Josibove.
Kistner and his band of helpers. Josh and his crew
erected this Guide Dogs of Texas sign in front of
our training facility.

The Board of Directors oversees the managerment
of Guide Dogs of Texas ensuring that resources

are available to accomplish its missiorRer the
Editor: Larry Tuttle Bylaws of Guide Dogs of Texas, officers of the
corporation are elected and new members are
elected to serve three year terms annudhyits
January 2010 Annual Meeting, the Board of D}-
rectors elected Charlie Johnston, President, Barb
Alexander, Vice President, Susan Valdez, CPA,
Treasurer, and Steve Cardenas, Secretary fof
2010. New members elected in January were|B
Charles, AT&T, and Fran Stephenson, a Commu-
nications and Public Relations Consultaint.
May, John Douglas, Theresa Orsinger, and M|ke
MacNaughton were elected to the Board. Bol
Cowan was elected in June.
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