
Our Mission  
Guide Dogs of Texas provides quality guide dogs for Texans 

who are visually impaired to increase their freedom, mobil-

ity and independence. We are committed to personalized 

service and lifelong dedication to our clients and their 

guide dogs. 
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     Whether Mindy of Austin is at work, goes to the grocery store or 
takes a leisurely stroll around her neighborhood, thereõs a faithful com-
panion always at her side: Willie, a 3-year-old Labrador retriever who 
has been paired with the Guide Dogs of Texas client since May.  
     òWeõre a team,ó says Mindy, a career guidance instructor for the 
Criss Cole Rehabilitation Center which offers intensive vocational and 
independent living training to the blind. òWillie gives me the freedom 
of movement, and heõs also given me confidence when Iõm walking. I 
donõt have to worry about branches or danger zones because he 
watches out for those. I have the security that Iõm not going to walk off 
the sidewalk, also.ó 
     While in college, Mindy was in a car that was struck by a drunken 
driver. The accident caused a detachment in both retinas. Losing her 
sight resulted in a 
loss of freedom, 
she says, which at 
first was difficult 
to grasp. 
     òI was used to 

driving everywhere, my mother was an artist so I was 
big into art, and I wanted to be a pediatrician and have 
my own band,ó she says, òbut then your whole world is 
flipped upside down. Itõs an adjustment. You go 
through the grieving period of anger, depression and 
acceptance. But at the same time I didnõt sit back for 
too long.ó  
     After using a cane for a while, she had a service 
dog, Pippin who was a black lab.  After Pippin retired, 
Mindy worked with Sharp, whom she acquired through 
another guide dog school, but he also recently retired 
although he still lives with Mindy and her family.     
     Continued on page 3 
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We continue to place quality guide 

dogs to Texans who are visually  

impaired. We thank you for your  

 continued support during these  

challenging economic times.  

Mindy and Willie: 
Client and Guide Dog Team are Joined at the Hip 

Mindy and Willie 
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     This year has seen several significant achieve-
ments and milestones for Guide Dogs of Texas.  
The 20th anniversary of the founding of this won-
derful organization allowed us to celebrate the early 
years and the extraordinary growth since 1989.  
Nick Toni joined us in April as a certified Guide 
Dog Mobility Instructor working with Sandy, Sarah 
and Jamie to serve clients and to train guide dogs 
more efficiently. New officers were elected for the 
Board of Directors and their energy has created 
hope for a bright future despite on-going uncertain-
ties in the economy.   Most importantly, we cele-
brate graduating guide dogs this spring with new 
clients and look forward to graduating more clients 
and guide dogs this fall. 
     One significant achievement this year that con-
cluded a long process was to ensure our facility is in 
compliance with the existing city codes to operate 
legally as a non-profit business.  The City Council 
of San Antonio granted a special zoning for our 
property in May which allowed us to obtain a cer-
tificate of occupancy for operation as a guide dog 
training facility. This action clears the path to de-

velop and to im-
prove the four 
acre site so that 
our training capa-
bility can increase 
along with de-
mand for our ser-
vices. 
     Work began to 
create a specially 
designed walkway 
that will become a 

demonstration venue as well as a consistent path 
for some early guide dog training.  Canopies now 
cover the spending pens to give shelter and shade 
to our dogs as they do their òbusyness!ó  The walk-
way with an assisting rail leading to the spending 
pen adjacent to the client training area was com-
pleted this summer as Patrick Stephensonõs Eagle 
Scout project.  Plans for building a large pavilion 
are underway so that larger groups can gather on 
our site for training and other events. 
     This newsletter contains articles that are of great 
significance to the future of Guide Dogs of Texas.  

First, I am very glad to welcome Kim Zielinski as 
Director of Development.  Her enthusiasm, experi-
ence and education are attributes that will serve 
Guide Dogs of Texas very well as we work to in-

crease our recur-
ring and sustain-
ing sources of 
revenue.  Sec-
ondly, Michelle 
Pelletier and 
puppy raiser 
Tracy Schagen 
gathered informa-
tion and experi-
ence at Guiding 
Eyes for the Blind 

in September to create a breeding program for 
Guide Dogs of Texas.  Finally, Tails From the Puppy 
Side on page 9 shows us the beginnings of a bright 
future for new guide dog and client teams.  

      All of these significant events highlighted in this 
newsletter have long-lasting effects for the success 
of our mission. Thank you for your financial gifts 
this year that have allowed Guide Dogs of Texas to 
serve so many and to give hope for many more in 
the years to come. 

Make a Difference for  
Years to Come 

     Today Adrienne Allen helped train guide 
dogs for visually impaired Texans!   Her be-
quest makes it possible for Guide Dogs of 
Texas to give quality guide dogs to Texans who 
are visually impaired to increase their freedom, 
mobility and independence. 
     Adrienne Allen passed away in 2002 after 
including Guide Dogs of Texas in her estate 
plans that stated her wishes of relieving the de-
bilitating effects of blindness for fellow Texans 
by providing well trained guide dogs.  Through 
her bequest which was received over five years 
ago, guide dogs are being trained today. 
     Your estate plans can give freedom, mobility 
and independence to visually impaired Texans 
in the future.   Contact us for recommended 
bequest language or for other information con-
cerning estate gifts.  Call (210) 366-4081 or 
email larrytuttle@guidedogsoftexas.org. 

Walkway with assisting rail 
and canopy for shelter 

Tracy with a puppy at  
Guiding Eyes for the Blind 

mailto:larrytuttle@guidedogsoftexas.org
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Guide Dogs of Texas, Inc.  

is a member of the  

International Guide Dog Federation.  

   The Board of Directors oversees the manage-

ment of Guide Dogs of Texas ensuring that re-

sources are available to accomplish its mis-

sion.    Per the Bylaws of Guide Dogs of Texas, 

officers of the corporation are elected and new 

members are elected to serve three year terms an-

nually.  In its March 2009 meeting, the Board of 

Directors elected Charlie Johnston, President, 

Barb Alexander, Vice President and Steve 

Cardenas, Secretary for the next year.   New 

members elected in 2009 are Teresa Beck and 

Susan Valdez, CPA.  The 2009 Board of Direc-

tors are: 
 

Mr. Charles E. Johnston, President   
Ms. Barbara Alexander, Vice President           
Mr. Steve Cardenas, Secretary   
Ms. Susan Valdez, CPA, Treasurer  
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Ms. LouAnn Williams Mr. Craig Taylor 

Ms. Marilyn Dusek   Mr. John Curney 

Mr. Noe Saucedo   Ms. Teresa Beck 
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Mindy says she has been familiar with GDTX when she befriended Debra Baker, who along with her hus-
band, Ken, founded the organization, formerly known as the Southwestern Guide Dog Foundation, in 1989.  
     òThose two started it all, and I really have Debra to thank for getting the organization off the ground and  
all they have done which made Guide Dogs of Texas what it is today,ó she says. 
     After applying for assistance through GDTX, Mindy eventually was teamed with Willie and spent time at 
the GDTX training facility. 
     òThe staff was wonderful, and they were always willing to talk and answer any questions I had,ó she says. 
òThe training was more difficult, but in a positive way. You could tell the trainers really care about the dogs, 
which was nice to see because they could give you feedback on a dogõs temperament and personality.ó    
     Mindy has a bachelorõs degree in psychology from the University of Texas at Dallas and a masterõs degree 
in marriage and family therapy from Texas Womanõs University in Denton. She is also a licensed profes-
sional counselor. At Criss Cole Rehabilitation Center, she assists consumers with job exploration, resume 
writing and mock interviews to prepare them to go back into the workforce.     
     Away from work, Mindy is an avid reader. She and her husband, Wayne, have two children and two step-
children. 
     Having Willie has made life a lot easier and she is often amazed at some of the things her guide dog can 
do. 
     òIõm impressed with what he can do when weõre in the bathroom,ó she says. òHe can find a stall door, 
the counter top and where the paper towels are. He even knows the difference between the menõs and 
womenõs restrooms.ó 
     Thereõs just one minor drawback. òHe doesnõt like it when I have to go shopping for clothes, and I spend 
a lot of time trying things on in the dressing room. Heõs like a typical man,ó she says with a chuckle. 


