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Our Mission
Guide Dogs of Texas provides quality guide dogs for Texans
who are visually impaired to increase their freedom, mobil-
ity and independence. We are committed to personalized
service and lifelong dedication to our clients and their
guide dogs.

Texas, Inc.

Mindy and Willie:
Client and Guide Dog Team are Joined at the Hip

Whether Mindy of Austin is at work, goes to the grocery store or
takes a |l eisurely stroll around
S panion always at her side: Williesyaadold Labrador retriever who
has been paired with the Guide Dogs of Texas client since May.

% OWedre a team,dé6 says Mindy, a

Criss Cole Rehabilitation Center which offers intensive vocational and
independent | iving training to t
Mof movement, and heds also given
dondt have to worry about branc
watches out for those. I have thi
the sidewal k, also. 6

While in college, Mindy was in a car that was struck by a drunken
., driver. The accident caused a detachment in both retinas. Losing her

] Q,,/sight resulted in
loss of freedo

"+ she says, whichff Meet our new Clients  Pg. 1,8

“first was difficul Note From the CEO Pg. 2

. - to grasp. .
Mindy and Willie 51 wasll Anewdoginthe pack Pg.4

driving everywhere, my mother was an artist so Frankie a Search and
big into art, and | wanted to be a pediatrician and .
my own band, 6 she saysl]| RescueDog: Pg. 5 e Wwo

flipped upside down. A new face at GDTx Pg. 7 You
through the grieving period of anger, depressio

?gge{ogﬁgcg. But at thd We continue to place quality guide sit
After using a cane for a while, she had a s dogs to Texans who are visually
dog, Pippin who was a black lab. After Pippin re impaired. We thank you for your

Mindy worked with Sharp, whom she acquired th continued support during these

another guide dog school, but he also recently

although he still lives with Mindy and her family.
Continued on page 3

challenging economic times.
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Executive Direct or &isst, IR vey gl&klto welcome Kim Zielinski as
By Larry Tuttle Director of Development. Her enthusiasm, experi-

This year has seen several significant achie§BS® and education are attributes that will serve
ments and milestones for Guide Dogs of TexaSuide Dogs of Texas very well as we work to in-
The 20 anniversary of the founding of this won crease our recur-
derful organization allowed us to celebrate the e: fing and sustain-
years and the extraordinary growth since 19gmsme ing sources of
Nick Toni joined us in April as a certified GuidE: revenue. Sec-
Dog Mobility Instructor working with Sandy, Sar ondly, Michelle
and Jamie to serve clients and to train guide d S Pelletier and
more efficiently. New officers were elected for t %l puppy raiser
Board of Directors and their energy has creat . W& . " Tracy Schagen
hope for a bright future despite-going uncertain- K o Y. gathered informa-
ties in the economy. Most importantly, we cele- Tracy with a puppy at ~ tion and experi-
brate graduating guide dogs this spring with newguiding Eyes for the Blind €nce at Guiding

clients and look forward to graduating more clients Eyes for the Blind
and guide dogs this fall. in September to create a breeding program for

One significant achievement this year that cofgUide Dogs of Texaginally,Tails From the Puppy

cluded a long process was to ensure our facility iid®N Page 9 shows us the beginnings of a bright

compliance with the existing city codes to operafidure for new guide dog and client teams.
legally as a neprofit business. The City Council All of these significant events highlighted in this

of San Antonio granted a special zoning for olifewsletter have lofasting effects for the success

property in May which allowed us to obtain a ceP—f_ our mission. Thank you for_your financial gifts
tificate of occupancy for operation as a guide d&yS year that have allowed Guide Dogs of Texas to

training facility. This action clears the path to d€€Tve S0 many and to give hope for many more in
velop and to im- the years to come.

prove the four FFFFFFFETEETEEETETEEEEEEEE
acre site so that . Make a Difference for

our training capa- '
bility can increase ﬁi Years to Come :

along with de- ¢ Today Adrienne Allen helped train guides
mand for our ser- z} dogs for visually impaired Texans! Her be;%
vices. & quest makes it possible for Guide Dogs of ;&
Work began to « Texas to give quality guide dogs to Texansho
: e " create a specially - are visually impaired to increase their freedam,
Walkway with assisting rail : P y“% mobility and independence. P
d for shelt designed walkway ¢ ) ) ¢
and canopy for shefter .-+ will become a ¢ Adrienne Allen passed away in 2002 aftéet

demonstration venue as well as a consistent pﬁ%thUd'ng Guide Dogs of Texas in her estatg.
for some early guide dog training. Canopies néiw!gns_that stated her_W|shes of relieving thé@de-
cover the spending pens to give shelter and shijgilitating effects of blindness for fellow Texans
@ ;
to our dogs as they daxbypidingwglianedgHide slags. Jhrogghh e
way with an assisting rail leading to the spend:<d'€" bequest which was received over five years
pen adjacent to the client training area was cc{.1290, guide dogs are being trained today. ¢t
pleted this summer as P afuf9staigplarscan give fepdogqnghility g 5 ¢
Scout project. Plans for building a large pavilii1and independence to visually impaired Texans
are underway so that larger groups can gather!H! the future. Contact us for recommended;
our site for training and other events. ‘= bequest language or for other information ¢on-
This newsletter contains articles that are of grei* tC€rning estate gifts. Call (210)48&1 or &
significance to the future of Guide Dogs of Texas: emailarytuttie@guidedogsoftexas.org ¢
O O O O
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Mindy says she has been familiar with GDTX when she befriended Debra Baker, who along with her hu
band, Ken, founded the organization, formerly known as the Southwestern Guide Dog Foundation, in 198

0OThose two started it all, and | really have I
all they have done which made Guide Dogs of Tex

After applying for assistance through GDTX, Mindy eventually was teamed with Willie and spent time ¢
the GDTX training facility.

0The staff was wonderful, and they were al way:
0The training was more difficult, but in a posi
which was nice to see because they could give vy

Mi ndy has a bachelords degree in psychology fr
in marriage and family therapy from Texas Woma
sional counselor. At Criss Cole Rehabilitation Center, she assists consumers with job exploration, rest
writing and mock interviews to prepare them to go back into the workforce.

Away from work, Mindy is an avid reader. She and her husband, Wayne, have two children and two stc
children.

Having Willie has made life a lot easier and she is often amazed at some of the things her guide dog
do.

ol dm i mpressed with what h
the counter top and where t
womends restrooms. 6

Thereds just one minor drawback. OHe doesndot |
a |l ot of time trying things on in the dressing

e can do when wedre
he paper towel s ar e

The Board of Directors oversees the manag

U
1

ment of Guide Dogs of Texas ensuring that ret Editor: Larry Tuttle
sources are available to accomplish its mis- Contributing writer: Rudy Arispe
sion. Per the Bylaws of Guide Dogs of Texas, Newsletter design: Ernie Landy
officers of the corporation are elected and nev Printer: Triangle Reproductions
members are elected to serve three year termg an- Distributor: PC Mailing Service

—h

nually. In its March 2009 meeting, the Board @
Directors elected Charlie Johnston, President,
Barb Alexander, Vice President and Steve
Cardenas, Secretary for the next ye&lew
members elected in 2009 are Teresa Beck anf
Susan Valdez, CPAThe 2009 Board of Direc-
tors are:

Mr. Charles E. JohnstoRyesident
Ms. Barbara Alexande¥ice President
Mr. Steve CardenaS§ecretary

Ms. Susan Valdez, CPAreasurer GUiqe Dogs of Texas, Inc.
‘U &ROOLQV 3$QG\ $QGHUVRQ '90 is @ member of the
Ms. LouAnn Williams  Mr. Craig Taylor International Guide Dog Federation.

Ms. Marilyn Dusek Mr. John Curney
Mr. Noe Saucedo Ms. Teresa Beck




